158                 The inn at Glenmorison.         [August ai.
The room had some deals laid across the joists, as a kind of ceiling. There were two beds in the room, and a woman's gown was hung on a rope to make a curtain of separation between them. Joseph had sheets, which my wife had sent with us, laid on them. We had much hesitation, whether to undress, or lie down with our clothes on. I said at last, Til plunge in ! There will be less harbour for vermin about me, when I am stripped!' Dr. Johnson saicl, he was like one hesitating whether to go into the cold bath. At last he resolved too. I observed he might serve a campaign. JOHN-SON. ' I could do all that can be done by patience: whether I should have strength enough, I know not.' He was in excellent humour. To sec the Rambler as I saw him to-night, was really an amusement. I yesterday told him, I was think-ing of writing a poetical letter to him, on his return from Scotland, in the style of Swift's humorous epistle in the character of Mary Gulliver to her husband, Captain Lemuel Gulliver, on his return to England from the country of the HOUYHNMUMS:—
'At early morn I to the market haste, Studious in ev'ry thing to please thy taste. A curious fowl and sparagmss I chose ; (For I remember you were fond of those:) Three shillings cost the first, the last sev'n groats; Sullen you turn from both, and call for OATS' :'
He laughed, and asked in whose name I would write it.   I
154, he asserts that' the principles of arithmetick and geometry may be comprehended by a close attention in. a few days.' Mrs. Piozzt says (Anec. p, 77) that 'when Mr. Johnson felt his funcy disordered, his constant recurrence was to arithmetic; and one day that lie was confined to his chamber, and I enquired what he had been doing to divert himself, he shewed me a calculation which I could scarce bo made to understand, so vast was the plan of it; no other indeed than that the national debt, computing it at _^i8o,ooo,ooo, would, if converted into silver, serve to make a meridian of that metal, I forget how broad, for the globe of the whole earth,' See ante, iii. 235, and iv. 197, note 2.
1 Swift's Works (1803), xxiv. 63.
said,have read through a book of entertainment, you know it, and it can do no more Cor you; but a book of science is inexhaustible.' BOSWF.LL.
